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SUBHASHITAS

Subhashitas are known for their inherent moral and 
ethical advice, instructions in worldly wisdom and 
guidance in making righteous deeds. Subhashitas create 
an appeal as the inherent message is conveyed through 
poems which quote practical examples which are often 
rhythmic in nature. Some authors even relate 
Subhashitas to sugar coated bitter medicines 
considering their worthiness.
The subhashita deals with various subjects and includes 
topics of day to day experiences that every one can 
easily relate to. A subhashita is always eloquent in form, 
structured in a poetical form, complete in itself and 
concisely depicts a single emotion, idea, dharma, truth 
or situation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dharma


He is the reputed author of three Satakas or 
centuries of couplets : 1. Sringara Sataka, a 
purely amatory poem ; 2. Niti Sataka, on polity 
and ethics ; 3. Vairagya Sataka, on religious 
austerity. Besides these, tradition assigns to 
him a grammar called Vakyapadiya, and a 
poem called Bhattikavya. But beyond tradition 
there is no evidence whatever as to the 
authorship of these Satakas. 



The theory already referred to, that 
Bhartrihari was a prince who quitted the 
world in disgust, is founded upon the 
somewhat vague allusions in the second Sloka
of the Niti Sataka. 



This has been supposed to refer to the 
discovery of a domestic intrigue in his own 
household, which so shook Bhartrihari's faith 
in worldly matters, that he decided to 
abdicate his royal position, and to retire into 
the forest as an ascetic.
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