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From Libraries To Knowledge Centers
To Knowledge Gateways
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Intorduction

The UNESCO Manifesto on Public Libraries (1994) says, "The public
library, the local gateway to knowledge, provides a basic condition for lifelong
learning, independent decision-making and cultural development of the
individual and social groups."

The National Knowledge Commission (NKC), constituted on 13th
June 2005 by the then Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh as the
high-level advisory body to the Prime Minister of India and with the objective
of transforming India into a vibrant knowledge-based community focuses
on the following five key areas of the knowledge: (1) knowledge concepts,
(2) access to knowledge, (3) knowledge-creation, (4) knowledge application
and (5) development of better knowledge services. For this goal, the
commission recognized the libraries of India as rich repositories and
resources of knowledge. Naturally, one of the central objectives of the
commission was to analyse the constitution and services of the various
t>'pes of libraries, with a goal to "transform libraries from guarded storehouses
of publications into open stockpiles of knowledge."
(NationalKnowledgeCommission, 2007) The title of the NKC report on
libraries, "Libraries: Gateways to Knowledge" is itself a statement on the
importance of libraries. The Foreword to the NKC report states, "Libraries
have a recognized social tiinction in making knowledge publicly available to
all. 1 hey serve as local centres of information and learning and are local
gateways to national and global knowledge." (National Knowledge
Commission, 2007)






























